 Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church

Church Council

September 21, 2009

Members present:  David Covington, Thomas Gooding, Ray Hutchins, Harvey Lowd, Bob Marsh, Patty McLarty, Eugenia Pruette, Emilie Rogers, Ray Rogers, Betty Royal, Jim Royal, Susan Samuel, Pete Thompson.  Staff present:  Rick Horne, Dave Howard, Susan Sumpter.

Council Chair Ray Rogers welcomed the members and asked for prayer concerns.  Prayer was offered for those individuals mentioned.  Jim Royal presented a devotional meditation on servant leadership.  Ray asked for volunteers to give devotions in the coming months. A list of those who signed up is attached to this document. Minutes of the August Council meeting were approved as written.

Emilie Rogers reported that the Cultural Awareness team will bring Tim Tyson, author of Blood Done Sign My Name, playwright Mike Wiley, and gospel singer Mary D. Williams to Wesley Memorial next February for a series of activities open to the public.  In coming weeks a “worm challenge” will be issued to the congregation with sales before and after services.  Almost $600 was raised for Local Missions from t-shirt sales at the Faith Walk County Fair.

Nurture team leader Patty McLarty announced that the Youth Team Ministry is now in place.  Debbie Smothers will be team leader for the Middle Highs, and Ed and Jerry Cornwell will serve the Senior Highs, along with Bill Coble leading the Youth Ministry Team.

The Stewardship committee is preparing for Consecration Sunday, David Covington informed the Council, and they also are expanding and intend to become a year-round committee and not focus solely on raising money.  

Bob Marsh reported that a leader for the traditional worship service is being sought, as well as a new chair for the communion stewards.  The two contemporary worship services are lacking a director as well as a communion committee.  The Inviting Team is embracing a new follow-through program for prospective and new members, titled “Beyond 30 Seconds.”  A new computer program will assist in this effort.

Speaking for the Staff-Parish team, Susan Samuel informed the Council that the 10 a.m. service is causing a dilemma with child care volunteers who wish to attend the 11 a.m. service but are not able to leave their classrooms in time.  Council discussed various aspects of this situation and suggested ways to resolve it, agreeing that the timing needs to be examined.

The Faith Walk County Fair was a great success.  Council members expressed their appreciation to Susan Sumpter and Susan Kelly for their leadership.  Susan Sumpter remarked that many ideas to improve the event next year are already being heard and noted.

Thomas Gooding told the team that Kerygmas have formed and begun meeting.  A Youth Choir/ Praise Band is being formed.  Upcoming events for our Youth include the Crop Walk and the Fall Senior High Workshop.

 In the absence of Ashley Crowder Stanley, Dave Howard presented the Pastor’s Report written by Ashley.  She remarked on the change in attitude and perspective she senses around the church, with new projects and dreams moving us forward with strength and hope.  

Rick Horne informed the Council that our financial position remains stable.  For August, our revenues were $108,000.  For the year to date, we are almost $35,000 ahead of budget, with a total of $1,284,000.  Our goal is to reach almost $2,000,000 by year’s end.  Expenses were $137,000 for August, around $23,000 less than the budgeted amount of $159,000.  We have spent $56,000 less this year than the budget planned for.  The Child Care area has spent $40,000 more than revenues so far, but this amount should decrease as the year ends.  For the year in general, we have received $2,905 more than we have spent, leaving our finances in good order.  No borrowing is taking place at this time, and our bank balance is $285,000.

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Oct. 19.  A Charge Conference will be called for Thursday, Nov. 19.  Dave Howard closed the meeting with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Eugenia Pruette, Recording Secretary

Council Devotional Leaders

Harvey Lowd, October 2009

Patty McLarty, November 2009

Thomas Gooding, January 2010

Ray Hutchins, February 2010

David Covington, March 2010

Bob Marsh, April 2010

Betty Royal, May 2010

Pete Thompson, June 2010

Ray Rogers, July 2010

